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Policy Commons 

Global Think Tanks

DISCOVER 8.3 MILLION PAGES OF
grey literature central to policy research

Global Think Tanks is the first module of Policy Commons and serves as the world’s most 

comprehensive resource for studying the output of African policy organisations. While Policy 

Commons offers additional modules for in-depth exploration, Global Think Tanks is specifically 

designed to empower African researchers with:

Policy Commons: Global Think Tanks is a one-stop online discovery service for objective, quality and current 

research publications from a number of the world’s leading think tanks, policy experts, NGOs and more. With 

over 27,500+ organisations contributing to Coherent Digital’s Policy Commons: Global Think Tanks, offered 

by Sabinet, it is one of largest grey literature repositories around.

Global Think Tanks: Your Launchpad for African Policy Research
New! Discover Powerful Insights with “Mentions”

Policy Commons: Global Think Tanks now features “Mentions,” a revolutionary tool that surfaces hidden 

connections within your research. “Mentions” identifies and links to relevant publications that cite the 

documents you’re exploring, revealing a broader network of research on your topic.

Unified Research: Discover millions of reports from a diverse range of African think tanks, NGOs, and 

IGOs in one user-friendly platform.

Effortless Search: Save time with powerful search tools, including full-text capabilities, Boolean 

operators, and filters. Even tables in reports are searchable!

Global Reach: Access research from 225 countries, with a particular focus on the Global South and 

smaller African think tanks.

Preserving the Past, Informing the Future: Publications from defunct organisations are rescued and 

preserved, ensuring critical knowledge doesn’t vanish. 

Confidence in Sharing: Share and cite research with ease. Permanent identifiers are created for every 

publication, eliminating link rot.
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BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Policy Commons: Global Think Tanks provides limited open resources following free registration. But, with a 

Membership license, you’ll gain access to unique search and content integration tools offering: 

• Exclusive access to hundreds of books and other licensed content—including materials previously only available in 

print—from leading publishers.

• Access to over 600,000+ preserved documents from just under 650 inactive organisations which have disappeared. 

• The inclusion of member think tank and research institute content to showcase their output on a premier grey literature 

platform.

Feature-filled, current and diverse, Policy Commons: Global Think Tanks adds 

research value through tools that: 

Policy Commons 

Global Think Tanks

Search and interrogate content
Advanced search tools surface content in a manner that allows for analysing trends and identifying new 

research and policy partners.

Find and cite tables
Thumbnails of tables and graphs can be viewed within reports, with the option to browse, cite or download  

them directly.

Create and share reading lists
Your selected audience has access through a personalised, high-functioning landing page to customised 

lists of topics, reports, organisations or searches.

Fully deploy policy research in your organisation
All materials have a permanent ID and organisation-level MARC records. Content is indexed by major  

search engines and linked with library discovery services.

Personalise alerts
With customisable alerts, users can stay up to date with what really matters to them, receiving emails

highlighting new materials as they are added to the database.

Collect community contributions
Gain access to a growing collection of community uploads enriched with metadata. Members can also 

submit their own policy materials within minutes.


